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THE DUMB-BELL PROBLEM

The junctions at Highbury Corner and Archway are joined by Holloway Road and dominated
by traffic; each has four major roads converging on a giratory; each has a London
Underground station and, at Highbury, Railtrack shares the station; finally, each
displays a very poor standard of architecture and civic quality,

In the case of Archway, it
is close, but not comfor-
tably close, to Whittington
Hospital. It incorporates
an island, Archway Close,
containing miscellaneous
buildings which include
Archway Tavern and the
Methodist Central Hall. An
island surrounded by a
traffic system which joins
the A1 and A400.

Finally, both Highbury and
Archway have shops which
are substantial and serve
an extensive residential
area in the case of the
latter. Added to all this
the air is filled with
vehicle exhaust pollution
exceeding a standard set by
the European Union.

A1l told this is an unac-

ceptable environment for
everyone, making movement
unpleasant, difficult and
dangerous. The draft plan-

ning brief prepared by the
Council's Planning Depart-
ment puts it clearly in the
following wards "This comp-
lex of offices and shops
had proved to be an
architectural failure with
nondescript buildings with
their multi level entrances

Registered with the Civic Trust.

linked by confusing and
illogical spaces. The com-
plex does not relate well
to the main shopping
streets." It is clear that
something has to be done.

In the case of Highbury
Corner, the key issue is to
provide an efficient and
attractive entrance to the
station, at present blocked
by a Post Office on a tem-

porary permit, linked to a
decent ticket concourses
shared, as now, between
London Underground and
Railtrack.

However, nothing can be

done without the collabor-
ation of Railtrack, the
freeholder. Archway is an
even greater problem be-
cause there are four major
freeholders.

In these two cases invest-
ment is the major card in
the game of redevelopment;
without it we can expect
little but patching when
the problem calls out for
something radical enough to
raise the spirits of
everyone in Islington.
Highbury Corner and Archway
are the warts on the end of

the dumb-bell.

One of the freeholders at
Archway has indicated an
interest in redeveloping
Archway Mall between High-
gate Hill and Vorley Road
to the west of the site.
This 1is an encouraging
start but the Archway site
still needs to be looked at
as a whole with all the
problems which beset it,
not piecemeal.

Hence the importance of the
Council's central role in
setting out a comprehensive
brief for the whole area,
not just parts of it. It

is good news that the
Development Control  Sub-
Committee, on 5th March,

approved for public consul-
tation a draft brief from
the Council's officers.
The Islington Society is
now watching developments
closely and will be sub-
mitting comments on the
draft. This is an oppor-
tunity the Society has been
waiting for and this time
we must succeed in getting
a workable 1layout and a
good set of buildings to
enhance these two impor-
tant parts of Islington.
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Comment

At the AGM our speaker, Tony Allcock, made an
impassioned plea for wus to recognise Arsenal
Football Club as an important part of our heritage
(page 9). With an opposing view, Alison Carmichael
forcefully makes the case of the Highbury Community
Association (page 8). This makes us face up to a
typical campaigning dilemma. I would hate to see
the League Champions and F.A. Cup holders 1leave
Islington but the compulsory purchase of homes to
provide an all seater stadium is not compatible
with a democratic society. With fewer people
attending sold out matches than forty years -ago,
it should not be beyond our ingenuity to continue
to keep football grounds compatible with
residential areas. Unfortunately, too many
supporters still behave badly and too many arrive
by car. But even if the many ideas for overcoming
these problems were implemented, they would be
ineffective so long as Premier League fixtures are
arranged to suit television companies rather than
football supporters and local residents.

If Arsenal management was as skilled at community
relations as its players are at playing football,
the problems might not seem so intractable.

Members will remember that last year the Anderson's
Yard Campaign Group joined forces with us. Now we
have been joined by the Angel Improvement Trust
and, on 1st July, we will be joined by the Friends
of Islington Libraries (FOIL) (page 10). Let me
extend a warm welcome to everyone, coupled with the
hope that, together, our effectiveness exceeds the
sum of our already effective parts.

So soon after the election of a hung council is not
the time to make a serious assessment of the likely
effects but the loss of Andrew Bosi as a councillor
cannot be allowed to pass without comment. As
Chair of the Environment Committee, and an active
member of both the Development Control and
Transport Sub-Committees, he has been a constant
influence for good. His strong views and eccentric
humour will be sadly missed. By way of compen-
sation, two champions of the environment, Jenny
Sands (Labour) and Richard Heseltine (Liberal
Democrat), will be returning to the Council Chamber
after four years. Those who want to commiserate
with Andrew will have an opportunity on 26th June
when he, once again, conducts the Society's Bill
Manley Memorial Pub Crawl (page 4).

Harley Sherlock
Chairman

-
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The Dairy, Crouch Hill Wins Gribble Award
6pm, Wednesday 17th June

After as close a contest as could be, the 1998 Geoffrey Gribble Award for a recently
completed building project judged to have made a significant contribution to improving
the environment of Islington and which fits well into its surroundings was given to The
Dairy, Crouch Hill, N4. This Regent Inns' pub, in a listed building that used to be
Friern Manor Dairy, is on the corner of Crouch Hill and Hanley Road.

The bronze memorial plaque, sponsored by Ruth Gribble,
building and the presentation of the awards will

will be fixed to the winning
be made at The Dairy at 6pm on

Wednesday 17th June.

On Thursday 7th May, the
day of the local elections,
the Geoffrey Gribble Award
panel met in the afternoon
to tour the nominated buil-
dings and argue the merits
of each to decide upon a
winner. Twelve building
schemes had been nominated
but three were ruled out
for this year as they were
not finished and a late
nomination, which the jud-
ges agreed to consider,
meant ten buildings to
visit.

By dusk, the tour was fin-
ished and it was clear that
the Geoffrey Gribble Award
decision was not going to
be straightforward. Half a
dozen of the schemes were
very good indeed, with two
front runners.

Both the favoured buildings
fulfilled the terms of the
award with distinction.
Geoffrey Gribble had been
the Borough's Conservation
Officer for many years at a
time when conservation was
not such a popular band
wagon as it is now. Geof-
frey's vision had been to
establish the present pat-
tern of conservation areas
and to recognise the value
of good design in enhancing
the historic qualities that
are so abundant in Isling-
ton. The award was created

in 1990
memory.

in honour of his

A scoring system, tallying
the votes by each of the
judges, is used to rank the
nominations as a guide for
the discussion leading to
the award. The scores
turned out to be strangely
prophetic of the counting
going on elsewhere of the
votes cast in the council
elections; the two main
contenders emerged equal.
No casting vote  |here,
though. The judges dis-
cussed at length the merits
of each of the schemes and,
finally, The Dairy was
chosen as the winner by
consensus.

The Dairy is best known for
its incised coloured cement
render mural panels illus-
trating the dairy trade
"then" and "now", the "now"
being 1889, and its fine
red brickwork on the Crouch
Hi1l frontage. It closed
as a dairy before the last
war and had been slowly
decaying, with a succession
of temporary tenants,
mainly in the car trade,
since then. The Council,
the Neighbourhood Forum,
Islington Building Preser-
vation Trust, English Heri-
tage and many others had
been active in promoting a
more beneficial wuse for

3-

this landmark building.
The pub, by Regent Inns,
not only preserves the
history of Islington but
brings alive a dead
building; the place was
crowded when the judges
were there on a Thursday
evening. It makes a great
contribution to north east
Islington.

Highly commended, second by
a narrow margin, was the
redevelopment of the Ice

Wharf building on the
Regent's Canal at Battle-
bridge Basin. This

apartment building along-
side the canal, with its
dramatic curved end, makes
a grand entrance to the
basin and complements the
restored wharf buildings
nearby. The only disap-
pointment is the damage
done as part of the work to
the original canal abutment
wall which has not been
faithfully reinstated.

Roger Mears' new ground
floor brick fronts to three
of the group of Grade I
Tisted terrace houses on
Newington Green, the oldest
surviving brick built ter-
race in London, dating from
1658, was commended too.

The Dairy deservedly joins
a distinguished 1list of
past winners.
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The Bill Manley Memorial Pub Crawl

This event is rapidly becoming an Islington tradition.

6.30pm,

Friday 26th June

It celebrates the 1ife of local

historian Bill Manley in the very pubs that he frequented for drinking, eating, talking
and writing: well remembered by many landlords for his infuriating habit of spreading
research documents over every available table!

It is also a tradition that the occasion is led by Andrew Bosi, second only to Bill

Manley in his knowledge of real ale,
distance between pubs is shortest.
at 6.30pm on Friday 26th June.

Bill's Tlavishly

illustrated history of music

and that it

hall,

available through Islington libraries.

is held
So, be outside the Clock Tavern on Islington Green

"Islington

in Clerkenwell where the

Entertained", is

1998 Sam Morris Civic Pride Shopfront Award

The Sam Morris Civic Pride
Shopfront Awards were in-
stituted over ten years ago
to encourage and recognise
a sense of pride in those
who were keepers of commer-
cial premises within an
area of about a kilometre
of the Angel. The judges
look at the ground and
first floor levels of
nominated premises and the
sense of position in the
street that they convey.

Although it is called a
shopfront award, it covers
all types of commercial
premises. The first winner
was the then newly opened
Minogues Bar 1in Liverpool
Road and a subsequent
winner was the Midland Bank
for its premises in Isling-
ton High Street. Later it
was won by Charlie Allen,
the tailor in Upper Street,
and last year the Award
went to Calzone on the
Upper Street high pavement.

The winning premises are
awarded a trophy which they
retain for a vyear. The
winner and the two runners-
up are given, to keep, a
framed drawing of their
premises made by students

of the College of Allied
and Distributive Trades
which trains people in shop
fitting and graphic design.

Nomipation are now invited
for premises to be consid-
ered for the 1998 Award.
The area of the competition
has been expanded so that
any commercial premises
within the Borough of
Islington are now eligible.
It is intended to announce
the winners in the October
edition of I.S.NEWS and
nominations should be sub-
mitted by 31st July to:

Peter Brades
12 Charlton Place
London N1 8AJ

Have a good 1look round
because anybody who thinks
that premises should be

considered for the Award is
welcome to nominate them.

New Committee members

Gordon  Wigglesworth has
joined the Executive Com-
mittee. He is chairman of
the reconstructed Plan-
ning, Conservation and
Transport (PCT) Committee.
He is an architect with a

-4

distinguished public ser-
vice career that culminated
with his post as Chief
Housing Architect at the
GLC. After the abolition
of the GLC combined private
practice in Docklands with
advising third world gov-
ernments on their housing
policies.

Peter Powell, a new PCT
Committee member and an Is-
lington councillor in the
1980s, was chair of the
then Planning Applications
Sub-Committee. He distin-
guished himself as chair of
the Council's Brighter
Islington Campaign, famous
for its cleaning up oper-
ations, its tree planting
and its archaic Information
Caravan.

Norman Beddington, also a
new PCT Committee member
and Islington Councillor
during the 1980s, was an
active member of the then
Development and Planning
Committee. He chairs the
Clerkenwell Community Trust
which published the recent
survey on traffic pol-
lution and played a promi-
nent part in the successful
campaign against the pro-
posed superstore at Lough
Road.
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Visit to the Stationers'
2pm, Tuesday 4th August

Hall

The Stationers' Company's archivist, Robin Myers, has kindly invited a small group to
visit Stationers' Hall for a tour of the building and a talk about the early days of

the Company. The visit,

by tickets obtained in advance,

August, when the hall will be closed for refurbishment.

about two hours.

Places are strictly limited and will be allocated to the earliest applicants.

will be on Tuesday, 4th

It will begin at 2pm and last
The Stationers' Hall is in Ave Maria Lane, near St Paul's Cathedral.

Anyone

wishing to attend should write to Visit, The Islington Society, c/o Islington Museum
Gallery, 268 Upper Street, N1 2UQ, enclosing a stamped, self addressed envelope as soon
as possible and in any case before 22nd June.

Great Traffic Jams of the World

Michael Palin filled Is-
Tington Town Hall's Coun-
cil Chamber to overflowing
for the Society's 7th James
0gilvy-Webb Memorial Lec-
ture, on Great Traffic Jams
of the World, on Wednesday,
4th March.

He told his audience that
"cars do not make us lazy,
they allow us to drive to
the gym to walk three miles

on the tread-mill. Cars
are not bad things, they
are good things. They

allow us to go to the hos-
pital quickly to see some-
one we love who has just
been run over by a car."

The audience was well
rewarded by a witty and

stylish talk carefully
constructed and full of
practical good sense.

There was none of the ad-
versarial approach that can

enter into and bog down
discussion of traffic
problems. Palin has his

Mercedes 190 and intends to
keep it and use it. But he
has his bicycle and uses
that too. Above all he
believes we should get on
our feet and walk places, a
possibility which has many
benefits but often receives
scant attention in trans-

port discussions.

In less than a lifetime,
air transport has advanced
from the Wright Brothers
and Bleriot to Concorde.
Over the same time, the
speed of land transport has
been ridiculously unchanged
and so has its main source
of motivation, the internal
combustion engine.

There can be no reason why
technological advances can-
not be made in the develop-
ment of transport on the
ground as it has 1in the
air. Resources should be
forced into development of
alternative and less pol-
luting forms of power and
more environmentally
friendly vehicles.

People have used technology
to live closer together.
The amazing development of
Mexico City, Bombay and
Jakarta, even of Greater
Los Angeles, London and
Paris has happened because
people have thought that if
you wanted to make money,
you moved to a city. This
cannot be reversed.

People demand the freedom
of movement and they see
the motor car as giving it

-5-

to them. Road rage, pollu-
tion and delay are often
seen as an acceptable price
to pay for this freedom.
Pedestrians are sane but
motorists are sane people
who suffer an insane per-
sonality change when they
get behind the wheel.

Would Michael Palin be pre-
pared to give up his car?
No. Would he be prepared
to use it less and public
transport more? Would he
be prepared to accept a
lTower speed 1imit in urban
areas? Yes he would and
surveys show that most
people would if better and
more affordable public
transport were available.

A report has just been
pubiished showing that the
real cost of running a car
has fallen and that of
public transport has risen
which is absurd. Buses are
among the worst polluters,
the tube system is starved
of investment and neither
of these situations should
be allowed to continue.

Palin concluded by saying
that traffic jams will al-
ways be with us but the car
culture must give way to a
transport culture.
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Historic Film of Islington

7.30pm, Wednesday 30th September

Film archivist and transport historian, John Huntley, of the London Film Archive Trust,
will show film and talk about early street scenes, the story of Collins Music Hall and
the Regent's Canal (Islington Tunnel) in 1924 and 1976.

feature films such as "The Arsenal Stadium Mystery"
Hitchcock films together with a slide presentation of Islington

century.

He will show film clips from
from 1939 and scenes from early

in the early 19th

This fascinating presentation will be at Islington Town Hall, Upper Street on Wednesday

30th September at 7.30pm.

The London Film Archive Trust collects film, particularly

amateur film, of our heritage and history that could otherwise be lost forever.

Islington Building Preservation Trust

Last October's edition of
I.S.NEWS told of the fifth
anniversary of the Isling-
ton Building Preservation
Trust and how it approaches
its tasks of providing in-
dependent technical advice,
acting as an enabler and,
sometimes, negotiating to
unravel problems relating
to buildings at risk. A
couple of examples were
given of completed cases.
Here are some more.

More completed cases

Members. of the Trust were
instrumental in resolving
inter departmental problems
and negotiating between the
Council and the occupant of

Lloyd's Diary 1in Amwell
Street. This well known
building has now been

repaired and refurbished.

Expert advice from members
of IBPT helped the resi-
dents' campaign to rebuild
the industrial chimney at
64 Matilda Street, a local
landmark demolished under a
dangerous structure notice.
The appeal inspector's re-
port emphasised the impor-
tance of local listing.

Prompt work by members of
the Trust stopped unneces-

sary, excessive demolition
of parts of 2-4 Leigh Road
which is a villa pair of
houses in a prominent pos-
ition on Highbury Hiil. On
the basis of technical ad-

vice from the IBPT, the
buildings were repaired
instead.

A detailed survey of the
feasibility of repairing
the dilapidated railings
and gates and the vandal-
ised tombs at St Luke's
Churchyard, 01d Street, was
carried out by IBPT in 1993
and the council provided an
estimate for restoring the
landscape. This was used
by the Council as the basis
for a successful campaign
to raise funds to reinstate
the churchyard. The Trust
acted as the Council's
agent for the repairs which
included putting lanterns
back on the railings and
reinstating the traditional
pattern of street lighting.
English Heritage carried
out a paint analysis and
the restored railings have
been repainted in the
original "stone" colour.
This much needed open space
was opened to the public
again in November 1996.
The Islington Society's
Geoffrey Gribble Award for

-

1997 was presented to this
project on Wednesday 11th
June 1997.

Current challenges

Building on the success of
the work to the Churchyard
at 01d Street, the IBPT is
working with the Council to
repair and improve historic
railings elsewhere in the
Borough. Thornhill Square
has been surveyed and an
estimate made of the cost
of restoring the listed
railings with new gates.
Assistance 1is being given
to the Canonbury Society
for improving the enclosure
of the New River Walk where
new railings enclosing the
pump chamber at the south
end are being erected under
the Trust's direction.

Caledonian Park's magnifi-
cent railings remain sadly
neglected, although the
exemplary repair of a
sample gate and two panels
of railings carried out by
the Trust in 1994, shows
what could be achieved. A
scheme for repairing and
extending the railings
around the park is being
developed. These projects
will inevitably need
Lottery funding.
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When Lilian Baylis founded
Sadler's Wells Theatre in
1931, one of her key aims
was that the theatre should
be a resource for the local
community. A splendid ex-
ample of her philosophy in
action is SWING (Sadler's
Wells Islington Group), a
Tocal group that was set up
in 1996 to increase aware-
ness of and mobilise sup-
port for the new Sadler's
Wells among Islington's
residents and businesses.
With Sir Colin Davis as
patron, SWING is co-ordin-
ated by David Gladstone, a
resident of the borough for
over 30 years.

SWING's current major ob-
jective is the funding of a
foyer in the new Sadler's
Wells, to be dedicated to
the four villages of
Islington - Highbury, Fins-
bury, Canonbury and Barns-
bury. The group now has
more than 70 members who,
through their subscrip-
tions, have raised over
£41,000 towards the foyer.

They have high hopes of
raising thousands more on
4th July when the Haydn
Chamber Orchestra and
guests perform at SWING's
first fundraising concert
at St James, Clerkenwell,.
The highlight of the even-
ing will be a performance
by the internationally
renowned soprano and High-
bury resident, Joan Rod-
gers. The remainder of the
programme offers a variety
of classical and modern
pieces conducted by Mark

Shanahan who this autumn
conducts Otello and The
Barber of Seville for the
English National Opera.

Progress at Sadler's Wells

Ticketing information in
Events' Guide (page 14).

Down at the Sadler's Wells
site, progress continues at
an excellent pace and the
theatre will open as plan-
ned in October 1998. On
Rosebery Avenue, the facade
brickwork is nearing comp-
letion and blends success-
fully with the Tocal
streetscape. The fly tower
is now clad in a light col-
oured, reflective material,
specially designed to echo
the sky above. After dusk
it will display the name of
Sadler's Wells 1in fibre
optic lettering, creating a
welcoming beacon for thea-
tre goers and an inspiring
local landmark. The large
projection screen over the
main entrance will also
come to Tlight at night.
Constructed from special
glass panels which are
transformed from trans-
parent to opaque when elec-
trically charged, the
double sided screen will
show a range of images both
outside and inside the
theatre. Pictures or
words, both moving and
still, can be projected
onto it, either as a mosaic
or in a single 1immense
image.

When the new Sadler's Wells
opens in October it will be
the most technologically
advanced theatre in the
country. It will also set
new standards in the pro-
vision of access for people
with disabilities, as a
result of the work of Free
for Al11, the innovatory
consultation group that
Sadler's Wells founded at
the beginning of the re-

-

building project. The group
has a core membership of 11
people with physical, sen-
sory or cognitive disabil-
ities. Since 1995 they
have met monthly with the
architects, designers and
Sadler's Wells staff to
review plans for the new
theatre and education
centre. Free for All has
had ongoing influence over
design issues, to the ex-
tent that the architects
and designers have been
contractually obliged to
revise plans to meet the
group's recommendations.

The following are just some
of the results: an air
curtain "door" at the main
entrance; 30 wheelchair
spaces in the auditorium;
minicom communication sys-
tems for deaf people; spec-
ially designed information
terminals; textured path-
ways and braille lettering
on handrails, 1ift buttons
etc. for the benefit of
visually impaired people.
Backstage, a chair T1ift
gives disabled technical
staff access to the sound
and lighting control rooms.
In the dressing rooms,
special features include
adjustable make up counter
units; shower controls that
cater for a range of vis-
ual, mobility and manual
abilities and CCTV screens
to inform and cue deaf
performers.

Such has been the success
of Sadler's Wells pioneer-
ing consultation process
that it is now recommended
as a model of good practice
by the National Lottery and
Arts Council of England and
the London Borough Grants.
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Because of space limita-
tions, this is a shortened
version of an article by
Alison Carmichael of the
Highbury Community Asso-
ciation (HCA). The state-
ments and views are hers
and do not necessarily rep-
resent those of The Isling-
ton Society.

The Highbury Community
Association is not a single
issue group but it is the
HCA's attempts to make
sense of the implications
of IsTington Council's
planning brief for expan-
sion of Arsenal Stadium to
incorporate an extra 12,000
seats and ancillary facil-
ities which earns it cover-
age in the 1local and
national press. Islington
Society Members may be for-
given for finding the whole
affair deeply confusing
because it is.

The club has announced that
it intends to submit, in
early November, a planning
application to rebuild the
west and south stands to
provide a total capacity of
around 50,000. Company and
community representatives
agreed that this cannot be
achieved without the total
removal of 10-12 houses and
the demolition and rebuil-
ding, as single aspect
dwellings, of about 20 more
houses.

About 100 people, tenants
and owners, face the know-
ledge that approval by the
Council of an application
of this sort means pressure
to leave their homes and
probably the area, however
that might be achieved.
The majority do not want to

Arsenal expansion

leave as the road and
neighbourhood is where they
have chosen to live.

The demolition of homes for
a non essential, private
business, although deeply
abhorrent to many, is only
the tip of the iceberg so
far as the environmental
impact is concerned. Those
who have studied the rapid-
1y changing nature of the
football business in Europe
foresee much more serious
dangers for the community
at large. Arsenal's owners
have revealed no informa-
tion on how they intend to
use the stadium in coming
years, either in terms of
the frequency or the type
of events; but the HCA's
predictions for many more
matches and events per year
have not been denied. Man-
chester United and Chelsea
currently host seven day a
week events at their
grounds with hotels and
conference suites all pro-
viding valuable income 1in
addition to ticket sales.
Newcastle United has just
applied for a seven day a
week licence and Chelsea is
going to public inquiry in
October over its desire for
a nightclub licence. Leeds
United plan 180 events a
year in a new leisure and
entertainment complex.

Arsenal currently hosts
about 26 first team matches
a vyear, all sold out at
38,500 capacity, and now
holds an increasing number
of video screenings of away
games for crowds of between
10,000 and 20,000 with no
polticing or traffic con-
trols. Although total cap-
acity has been reduced by

-

the removal of the ter-
races, average attendance
is higher than. ever.

Sunday matches, unthinkable
only a few years ago, are a
regular occurrence. Short
notice rescheduling of
matches, to accommodate the
needs of Sky TV, is dis-
ruptive to residents and
local businesses alike; and
is proving a particular
headache for those organ-
ising other events in the
area. Since eighty percent
of the season ticket hol-

ders live more than five
miles from Highbury, the
area is host to an influx

of people from afar, more
than half of whom get to
the ground by car. So far
nobody has come up with a
believable scheme to ensure
that customers come by
public transport.

With the smallest ground in
the Premier League, at only
10.54 acres, Arsenal - is
seriously boxed in by High-
bury's narrow, residential
streets. Stadium designers
currently seek to build
50,000 seats on 30 acres.
This allows for the ancil-
lary entertainment facil-
ities that form an integral
part of the modern football
entertainment complex. Does
Arsenal PLC not aspire to
be up with the leaders in
this respect?

Ultimately this debate is
not about the numbers of
seats to be created or the
number of houses to be des-
troyed but about the sus-
tainability of a tradition-
al, residential urban soc-
iety with a modern football
related leisure complex in
its midst.
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Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held
on Wednesday 22nd April 1998
at Islington Town Hall, Upper Street Nt at 7:30 pm

Chairman, Harley Sherlock, presided. Apologies for absence were received from
Edward Scilloe, F.G. Bird, and Maud Heath. Lord Broadbridge, President of The
Istington Society, opened the meeting by welcoming those present. He referred to
the need for the Society to achieve a larger membership and encouraged existing
members to recruit new members. The Chairman thanked Lord Broadbridge for his
role in the Society and his Parliamentary contributions to environmental causes.
He said that the Society had been successful in recruiting about a hundred new
members since October and currently has a membership of about 600.

1. Minutes

Minutes of the last Annual General Meeting (circulated with the June 1997
newsletter) were approved without corrections and their adoption was proposed by
Mary Cosh and seconded by Frank Hopkins.

2. Chairman's Report

The Chairman referred to his report that had been circulated to all members and
suggested that it be taken as read. He added that the spring buds now visible on
Holloway Road were the result of two years of campaigning to have trees planted.
He also recalled that the Society first suggested the new southbound bus priority
at the Angel junction in 1975, when it wrote the Council opposing a giant
roundabout and underpass at the Angel and favouring instead the present option.
Concerned people must keep pushing on these sorts of issues, he reminded the
members.

There would be fewer Society meetings on transport and more on wider
environmental issues this coming year, the Chairman promised.

3. Adoption of Treasurer's Report and Accounts

Treasurer Adam Bower thanked Miles Thompson, who had preceded him as treasurer
for ten years, for handing over a tight, well-run system. Adam reported that the
Society's subscription income has increased over 1996, However, the 1997
subscriptions total included £550 which had been received at 31st December in
payment of tickets for the Members' Dinner which was held in March 19988 and paid
for then. Outgoing for the Society's newsletter is about £500/£600 per issue;
miscellaneous expenses include £208 for the Wilmot Bennitt Memorial benches.
Overall, the Society broke even for the year, which the Treasurer feels is
completely satisfactory.

Miles Thompson proposed and Roger Mears seconded the adoption of the accounts.

4. Appointment of Auditor

The Chairman thanked Raymond Harris for auditing the Society's accounts and
agreeing to continue in office. David Gibson proposed and Miles Thompson
seconded a resolution to re-appoint Raymond Harris FSCA FAPA as auditor of the
Society's accounts for the period to the conclusion of the next Annual General
Meeting.
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