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Highbury Corner bridge nears completion 
 After years of work, involving permanent and temporary road closures, narrow cycle lanes, 

a temporary pedestrian route through the arboretum, diverted buses and disruption to London 

Overground trains, work to renew the bridge carrying traffic over the aforementioned 

railway is nearing completion.  Some resurfacing work has already been undertaken.   This 

paves the way (sorry for the pun) for a re-opening of the debate about how the gyratory 

system might be removed.  The Highbury Corner gyratory was one of the first to plague 

London, necessitating a re-routing of the trolleybus wires serving the 609, 611 and 679.  It 

"celebrates" its sixtieth anniversary this coming October. 

 

 As David Harrison notes elsewhere, gyratories are now being removed, although there 

is as yet little sign of tackling the most convoluted of them all, that which extends from the 

former Holloway Prison to Finsbury Park station. 

 

 It seems ironic that bus users were most adversely affected when gyratories were in-

troduced, because in many cases they have lost out again from the way in which the gyratory 

has been removed.  Fortunately, London Travelwatch is now seized of the damage that has 

been done, and will be responding robustly to any scheme which lessens the scope for inter-

change or otherwise is likely to reduce patronage of the buses. 

 

 Any proposals will almost certainly have to await the local government elections in 

May.  Purdah, from when such things cannot be talked about by those in authority, is set to 

commence on March 18th. 
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